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This question (s coming into the oMees of architects and officials of varlons sorts
And something Is being done about if, in
Before we of the pregent genenitlon are all comfortably
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which bave the hordest problems of
and Ineonvenienos (which usonlly go hand
In Hand) afe employing couimlssions of ledrned experts
to tell them whit they shouold and can (do. The smaller
eities nre following suit with local art commissions and
gometimes they send for an experlt, The towns and vik
Inges have loon]l Improvement associatlons and art cul
ture elubg and they are nll working in the same direc
tion,

“What's all this fuss about our town being not good
cnongh?” asks the hard-headed business man, who prides
himself on hig scorn for all this art fol-derol, "It was
gond enough for my folks before me and it's good enough
for me, Um making mouey, Ain't we all pretty pros-
perous?”

hig cities,
unlovellness

uar

‘Yes, but,” answers the cullture club, “look at our
vival down the line. It's got n new postofiice that's &
beauty, 1t's on nosquare with trees around It and the new

town hall opposite and n fine new hotel and three new
slores are coming in on the squoare. The farmers are
soyibg thut we haven't any attractions over here and
they are golng over there Lo do thelr buying™

“1 wondered why that man Jenkins hadn't been in
with sn order for three weeks,” growls the hard-headed
business man, and geratehes Wis head to aid in the perco-
lation of the new ldon,

And 80 a new convert Is made to the belief that good
looks pay, whether 1t 15 the good leoks of the stoek or
of the package and lubel or of the goller or the store,
the bullding, the street or the town. A pleasant view
glves pleasure just ns surely as does a pleasant fuce,
whether the view he of eanned goods or dress gooda or
factorivs or mouniaing,

And the fnel must be admitted that with the Amerlcan
people as a whole looks bave been considered less in the
past than nimost anything else. Bo true is this that we
even forgot what we did once know about beauty, about
bullding farmhouses (hat were pleasant and attraclive
and public balldings that were dignifipd and really hind-
some, We may have thought we did but now we are
belng tanght how Hitle we really understood,

Our forefathers knew, though, and they set us an ex-
ample, the excellence of which we are just beginning to
uppreciate,

The founders of the republic, the men of Washington's
time, brought with them from the old world fine tradl-
tion of the benutiful and an inherited instinet for the
vilue of simplicity, They built courthouses still stund-
Ing in mapy little towns in the old south and of New
angland that later generatlons desplsed but which to-
duy have become the models for much of our besl new
architecture. These old courthouses, set In the midst of
fine old trees, are genuinely beautiful, but it has taken
us # hundred years to find It'out and profit by It be
cause we lost the traditions of the forefathers and didn't
have time to go back to the old world for a new stock.
8o, we built queer, ungainly (hings that didu't fit and
now we are finding out what is the matter with us that
forelgners should laugh at our bulldings and go home
snd eall us barbarians,

The pame is true of the homes. All through the south
and New England the traveler finds charming old resi-

dences,

bullt  from
60 to 100
vears ngo, He says they are beautliul spoclmens of plire

wld Colonial architecture, the one style that Is really
American Ve omay agree that they ave pleasing. We
don’t, perhaps, know why, but we think It is just bhe-
cause they are old. It has never occurred to us Lhat
they were not far inferlor to our modern, turreted and
otherwige highly embelllshed residences with the corners
all sliced off and bay windows bulging from every van-
tage point, Perhaps we liked to look nt the old house
best as It shone white and stately through the trees, but
we supposed it, was just a little remnant of sentiment,
and as such, of course, not to be encouraged,

But the fact remalng that it has token the Ameriean
people nearly a hundred years to grow up to the point
where they conld Intelligently apprecinte the architee-
tural worth of thelr own [nleritance. The awakening {s
not yet complete, but we are learning very [(ast, In-
deed,

An interesting example of how we are refurning to the
standard our forefathers set and are dolng what we can
lo preserve the fine (raditlons that were thelrs is the
Annapolls postoffice.  Annapolis, Where the United States
naval academy is, is an old Colonial town, Almost every
buflding Is in that style. Two or thiee years ago con-
gress made an approprigtion for a new postofce there,
The malter was referred 1o the office of the supervising
narchitect of the trensury, which designs and bullds all
Uncle 8am's maill depots.

Now the superviging architeet, My, John Knox Taylor,
happens (o be a man of discernment, eulture and good
tagte, He soon saw that the only kind of a postofiice that
woulid be harmonious, pleasing and creditable among all
those Colonial houses would be one of the Colonlal
style, At first Annapolis was Inclined to be digappolnted.

“We are tired of Colonlal” they sald. “Why can't you
glve ng something up-to-date In Queen Anne?"”

8o Mr. Taylor explained and discussed and went on
with his Colonlal plans and bullt the oharming post-
affice, & photograph of which g shown on this page.
Quite recently a governmeni official who was Interest
ed In the work of the supervising architect's office and
heard that there was a new postoffice in Annapolls, re-
turned to Washington from a vigit there, He al once
hunted up Mr, Taylor and in a grleved tone remarked:

“Say, Taylor, 1 thought you had just put up a new
postoffice In Annapolie. 1 couldn't find {t."

“We have,” sald Mr. Taylor, and it {s —" (naming the
loeality ).

“Nonsenge!" answered the officlal. *1 searched that
neighbiorhood thoroughly for one whole hour and I
teke 'my oalh there I8 not & bullding In it less than 76
years old."”

“Did you notice that?" sald the architect, pointing to a
photograph on the wall of his office,

“Certalnly, thut was one of them," was the answer,

Mr. Taylor laughed.

“That is the highest compliment I have received in
the ten years I have been In this office,” he sald,

And now Annapolls, which, by the way, has become
more than reconclled to its Colonlal postoffice sinee it
has bheard the enthusiastlo comments of its many promi-
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priated $14,000,000 for & new

naval ascademy. With this, under the government's un-
syslematie and ridiculous way of looking after its bulld-
Ing operations, the supervising architect had nothing to
do. It was therefore perbaps natural that the winning
designs, passed on by laymen evidently Incking in either
discernment or taste, should be for buildings altogether
un-Amerienn In style and entiraly Incongruous with
elther the purpose for which they are litended, the char-
acter of the town and location or the traditions of the
country. The new naval academy {s In the French style,
very fine of its kind, and done by an architect of mote
(and French training), but it has the one fatal fault of
belng wholly unsultable, And sultability is the first
principle of good architecture just ng it Is the fivst prin-

ciple of a successful career or almost anything else In
life,

This gase of the Annupolis taval academy s being
much cited these days ns a typleal and flagrant example
of what President Roosevelt sought fo prevent when he
appointed the much-discussed councll of fine arts and
gave It power over all executive bullding and park opera-
tions recently. He incurred the wrath aof congresg by
doivg it, for congress is as jemlous as a spoiled child
in the matter of its peity powers, but he also volced
the sentiment of a vast majority of the peaple, ¥or it is
very evident that there has been a great popular awaken-
Ing to the vitlue of the art side of life and to the presgsing
need for federal raform and the establishment of stand-
ards and methods that will help dhe Individual commu-
nities to help themselyes, 8o great, In fact, 18 the senti-
ment that both the house and senate are belng forced
to conslder bills intended to do by law what the prosident
did by exacutive order; turn the supervising architect’'s of-
fice of the treasury into a bureau of fine arts with super-
vislon over the buildings and parks of all departments
and add an advlgory council composed of leading archi-
tects, painters and sealptors.

1t 15 even possible that congress will be forced by the
public demand to pass such a measure, though there
is little doubt that they will avold dolng so If they can,
at least nntil after Presldent Roosevelt goes out of
office, which means till the next session.

Ingtances of the need of such a bureau are especially
numerous at the seat of the nationa] government, in
Washington, and here agaln the wisdom of our fore:
fathers is apparent. Those bulldings that were bullt in
the early part of the Iast century are In the maln dig-
nified monuments to the sincerity, the Intelligence and
the good taste of %hat time. More than that, they were
placed nccording co s definite and all embracing group
plan, that of Maj. I'Enfant, which has not been Improved
upon to this day. In later years not only was this great
and noble plan lost sight of entlrely but such architec
tural and monumental monstrosities were produced for
the uses of the government or the homor of national
heroes as will be ong of the great American jokes for
generatlons to come,

There Is reason to fear that the danger of further such
blunders s not past, for congress {s not Inclined to be
dictated to, It swallowed the “Burton Idea" measure
making expert advice on contemplated rivers and har-
bors Improvements compulsory, but it did so with a
wry fave,

However, the president's council of fine arts ls an
accomplished fact and for several years we have been
getting beautiful postoMces at the rate of a hundred or
more n year, The new department bulldings are also
go far ahead of what has gone before, and with all this
growing sentiment and the widespread educational move-
menl working towards more bheautiful surroundings for
the next generation hope beging that we will not only
have beautiful architecture but architecture distinetly
Amerlean,

In this regard a study of the new postoffices, the new
depariment hulldings at Washington and most of the best
new monumental buildings in the larger cities, shows
that architects have gono back for thelr models to the
origlnal source of the Coloninl—to what is known as the
tlassie gtyle, In old Greece and Rome are found the
simpleat and most majestic monumental buolldings ever
erecterd, They are the purest gource of architectural in-
gspiration that man has. Their spirlt, too, 18 In a large
measure the spirit of our democracy—dignity and
utrength with simplicity—and It seems to have been some
such ldea ag thie thot created the Colonial style,

Without forgetting the beauty and [nsplration of our
Coloninl architecture, we have at last found time to go
back to the old world (o renew our nearly lost traditions.
The resull is & widespread revival of the classle style,
modified to suit changed conditions and a new and dis-
tinct nationality, but so fundamentally true to the Amer-
fean spirit that we may feel at least that we are on the
road to an expression of ourselves that will pieture us
truly to posterity.

Sure Cure__ﬁ_'gr Pirates

“A pleture recently published in Munich shows that the
peculinr vanlty which manifests itself In a desire to be
photographed often kills the sense of decency,” says a
writer in a Berlin paper. “The picture shows five uni-
formed men standing on the smoking ruins of a bullding.
In front of them, propped up agafnat the debrls, are
elght mutilated corpses. Under the pleture fs this le
gend: ‘Tho Indian coast has been Infested for hundreds
of years by Malaga pirates. Recently a body of Euro-
peans, conducted by natives, pursued and captured one
of these robber bands, whom they bound and cast into
o pagoda, which they then blew up with dynamite The
men who posed for a picture, in which they seemed to
gloat over the deed, the froit of which forms the grew-
some foreground, were all Buropeans.”

Tremendous Cost of Prairie Dogs

of his burfow at the zoo, would ever
become the subject of
ment interventionor endanger the sue-
ceas of stockralaing? Yet such is the
fagt. Out on the national forests

Unele Bam §s guarding for the

In (he atate of Texas alone, praivie
 dogs ent annually enongh grass to
| cows, Utterly use-

r-| use of the publie,

e after the prairie dogs With zoal,

stook by the industvious burrowlng
of the "dogs."—From “To Extermi:
nate the Prairfe Dog,” in Technical

1ha" govert: World Magagzine,

Value of Radium,
The value of a speck of

hunters have |

u | scopic £800 worth of radinm bromi
1 ﬂI Frederick's concern for fta

.| prectous powderwas woa

may not have been altogether as-
sumed, While the Iate Prof. Curle
was lecturing on the wonderful ele-
ment one day ln Paris he dropped the
glagg tube contalning n few grains
of radlum with which he was demon-
steating, und, the glass breaking, the

ml

of only an infiniteglmal fraction. The
cost of radlum bromide Is about £7
a milligramme, which would mean
ovar £200,000 for an ounce avolrdu

Longest Word In English Language,
What Is the longest word In the lan-

syllables in the lalter. Two other
words, ‘disintellectualization’ and ‘ip-
circumseriptibleness,” may be com.
manded to pollee Inapectors in search
of fregh tests of sobriety. These words |
ard, of coiirae, easily surpassed even in
Bugland by ‘lsometricmonltronamido.
benzonphtylnmides’ and other gems of
selontific phraseology; while it we
eross the German ocean wo find [uny
merable  Instances

_ of . 13-ayllabled
words, such as ‘suelpaardelooszon. |

FATHER HAD A GRIEVANCE.

Some Excuse for His Violent Assault
on Managing Editor.

Linn Cavalier!, the beautiful Roman
prima donna, sald recently of her
“beauty parlor” In New York:

“Beauty s woman's most important
attribute. She who increases beauty
18 woman's greatest benefpctor. Hus-
bands, brothers, even [athers—Iin their
Inmost hearts beanty is the thing thes
desire most to seo in thelr feminine
relations,”

She lnughed.

"Only the other day,” she sald, "a
gray, fat old gentleman entered a
newspaper office and sald:

“*Are you the managing editor?

“*Yes,' was the reply.

"I supposa that on you, then,” said
the visitor, ‘rests the responsibliity for
thls morning's reference to my daugh-
ter Patty as Fatty, Take that!*"

ATTENUATED.

He—See, Bamantha, that shows how
terribly thin some folks are,

Wanted Longer Sermons.
It was a proud boast one clergyman
mide to two or three others who were
having a qulet chat in his study the
other night—namely, that he had ac-
tually on one occiasion been asked to
make his service, both prayers and
germon, a hit longer.
Hls brethren regarded him with su-
perstitious awe, end one asked, feably:
“Where on earth was that?”
“Well, boys," was the frank confes-
glon, "It was with a goal where I acted
as chaplain for a short time, The
poor beggars drepded to leave the
chureh for their cells.”

A Tabloid Fable.
A man once collided with an oppor
tunity.
“Why don't you look where you are
golng?" growled the man.
“Don't you recognize me?" asked the
opportunity, pleasantly.
“No, and I don't care to. You havae
trodden on my corng," replied the mao
as he lmped away.
‘Moral: Don't helleve thé peopla
who say they have never had a chance.
—Neaw York Times,

Alas, How True!
“1 often ‘wonder,” remarked Mr.
Btubb, in solemn reflection, “if the las:
nian on earth will have the last word."”
“Of course he will, John,' laughed
Mrs. Btubb,
“But why are you o sure?"’
“Becanse the Inst woman will give
it to him."

DIDN'T REALIZE
How Injurious Coffee Really Was.
Many persons go on drinking coffes
Year after year without reallzing that
it is the cause of many obscure but
persistent allments,
The drug—caffeine—in coffes and
tea, is very like urlc acld and is often
the cause of rheumatic attacky which,
when coffee {5 used habitually, become
chronle,
A Washington lndy said, recéntly:
“Lam sixtyfive and have had a good
deal of experience with coffee, I con-
sider It very Injurfous and the cause
of many diseases. Iam sure it causes
decay of teeth In children,
~When 1 drank coffes I had slok
spells and stll did not realize that

lrml: and fingers,
could not sleep, and was all run down,

“AL last, after inding that medicines
did me no good, I desided to quit cof-
fee entirely and try. Postum, After
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